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The new generation of artists is
showcasing the essence of this era

through their paintings and
calligraphy, adding vibrant colors
to the future of the art world.
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WANAWANI Art Center:
Where Art and Life Converge

By Siow Nee Liu Pei Yun, Founder of WANAWANI Gallery Sdn. Bhd.

In the heart of Johor Bahru, WANAWANI Art Center stands as a beacon of creativity and cultural
innovation, redefining the relationship between art and everyday life. This unique space is more
than a gallery—it is a dynamic hub where ideas flourish, collaborations thrive, and communities
connect through the universal language of art.

WANAWANI dissolves the boundaries between art and life, offering curated exhibitions, interactive
workshops, and interdisciplinary collaborations that inspire both artists and audiences. Its approach
emphasizes diversity and inclusivity, encouraging dialogue between traditional and contemporary
art forms while showcasing the unique talents of Johor’ art scene on a global platform. By weaving
together local and international narratives, WANAWANI fosters meaningful connections that
inspire creativity and broaden perspectives.

At the heart of WANAWANT's vision is accessibi]i?r. The center is committed to ensuring that people
from all walks of life can experience the transformative power of art. Through workshops, live
demonstrations, hands-on activities, and wellness programs, WANAWANI makes art approachable,
engaging, and relevant to modern life. By integrating technology and innovative approaches, it
bridges the gap between tradition and contemporary experiences, inviting participants to explore art
in ways that are deeply personal and meaningful.

WANAWANI Art Center also serves as a bridge between the past and the future, honoring Johor
Bahru’s cultural roots while embracing the possibilities of contemporary art. It provides a platform
for experimentation and dialogue, enabling artists to push boundaries and explore new forms of
expression. By facilitating exchanges between local and international art communities,
WANAWANI enriches the cultural landscape and establishes itself as a key player in the global art
conversation.

As a space where creativity and collaboration converge, WANAWANI invites everyone—artists, art
enthusiasts, and the wider community—to step into an environment where art becomes a part of
daily life. Here, every moment is an opportunity to create, connect, and discover the transformative
potential of art.

WANAWANI Art Center: Where art meets life, and life becomes art.
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A Celebration of
Creativity and Abundance

Written by Melvin Pong, Art Director, WANAWANI Art Center

At WANAWANI Art Center, we celebrate art as a bridge connecting cultures, generations, and
perspectives. This exhibition, “A Celebration of Creativity and Abundance,” features six
extraordinary artists, each merging tradition with innovation to showcase the richness of artistic
diversity and cultural storytelling.

Nai Swee Leng, a master of Chinese ink painting, presents serene Nanyang-inspired works,
preserving traditional art while inspiring new generations. Tay Poi San, a third-generation Nanyang
School artist, blends classic techniques with modern aesthetics, striking a balance between cultural
roots and contemporary perspectives.

Raymond Koh introduces pyrography, transforming burn marks into art inspired by Chinese opera,
exploring themes of heritage and spirituality. BK Yap energizes the exhibition with airbrush art
depicting the arowana, a symbol of wealth and harmony, combining passion with technical
brilliance.

Theng Sea Way reimagines Chinese calligraphy, merging timeless beauty with contemporary
energy, while Goh Haw Yuan, the youngest artist, captures the elegance of aquatic life through
delicate watercolors, showcasing the harmony of nature and humanity.

This exhibition celebrates contrasts—tradition and modernity, heritage and innovation—and
invites visitors to immerse themselves in art’s boundless creativity. We extend our gratitude to these
artists and warmly welcome you to explore their visions and celebrate the richness of culture
through their works.
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Echoes of Tradition:

The Art of
3 Nai Swee Leng

A celebrated figure in the Singapore art scene, Nai Swee Leng’s
SWE E LE NG passion for painting was ignited during his childhood. Over the
years, he has honed a distinctive style, blending traditional
Chinese ink techniques with Nanyang-inspired themes. His
works often depict nature’s delicate beauty, featuring vivid
portrayals of coconut trees, bamboo, tropical birds, and flowers
such as plum blossoms and orchids.

Artist 2rh 3
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With his graceful, free-hand brushwork, Swee Leng creates compositions that exude depth, strength,
and tranquility, earning praise for their authenticity and timeless appeal. His art is a harmonious
reflection of cultural traditions, resonating deeply with admirers both locally and internationally.

Swee Leng’s illustrious career includes more than 10 solo exhibitions and numerous group
showcases across Singapore and beyond. His contributions to the arts have also seen him represent
Singapore on prestigious platforms, including events by the Ministry of Culture and the Singapore
Tourism Promotion Board. As a veteran judge and committee member for various art groups, Swee
Leng plays an active role in promoting and preserving traditional Chinese art in contemporary
settings.

His ink paintings are cherished by private collectors and government institutions alike, often
featured as diplomatic gifts for dignitaries. Alongside his creative pursuits, Swee Leng remains
dedicated to teaching, inspiring the next generation of artists through workshops and classes that
explore the intricacies of traditional Chinese techniques, styles, and philosophies.

Nai Swee Leng’s enduring legacy is a testament to his commitment to celebrating cultural heritage
through art—a commitment that continues to enrich the artistic tapestry of Singapore and beyond.
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BRB i fe Bl 2024 NAI
Medium : Chinese ink on Xuan paper SWEE LENG

Size : 70 x 70cm Artist 2R
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ARift 029 NAI
Medium : Chinese ink on Xuan paper §\INIEEFI;‘ENG
Artist Zrm=

Size: 30 x 44cm
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The Evolution of Ink:
A Journey
Through

Tay Poi San’s
Artistic Legacy

TAY Tay Poi San, born in 1953, is a celebrated third-generation
POI SAN Malaysian ink painting artist from the renowned Nanyang
i School. His work seamlessly bridges the timeless traditions of
Artist 2rhZX Chinese ink painting with the bold innovations of modern
aesthetics, creating a distinctive style that harmonizes cultural
heritage with contemporary artistic vision. Over the years, his
dedication to exploring the infinite possibilities of ink art has
earned him widespread recognition both locally and

internationally.
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Tay Poi San’s artistic journey began in the 1980s, when he dedicated himself to mastering traditional
Chinese ink painting techniques while experimenting with modern artistic expressions. His early
works reflected a deep respect for his cultural heritage, which became the foundation of his evolving
style. In 1995, he held his first solo exhibition at the Newhill Art Gallery in Malaysia, marking a
significant milestone in his career. His talent and creativity were further recognized in 2021, when he
was named one of the top 500 nominated artists at the Hong Kong Ink Global Art Festival, selected
by a panel of world-renowned judges. In 2022, his work was featured at the International Chinese
Ink Painting Art Exhibition in Shenzhen, China, showcasing his ability to blend Eastern and
Western philosophies in his art. Most recently, in 2023, Tay Poi San exhibited his work at the
prestigious London Art Biennale, solidifying his place on the global stage.

Deeply rooted in traditional Chinese culture, Tay Poi San’s ink paintings transcend time, exploring
modern themes and concepts while maintaining a profound connection to his heritage. His artistry
is a testament to the enduring power of ink painting as a medium and its potential to inspire new
perspectives. Tay Poi San continues to captivate audiences worldwide, earning accolades for his
cultural depth, innovative techniques, and artistic vision.
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&
filse i
B3 (2024) TAY

Medium : Chinese ink on Xuan paper pOI SAN
Size : 70 x 70 cm Artist 2R
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L 5 i

RS 2024) TAY
Medium : Chinese ink on Xuan paper PQI SAN
Size:32 x 32 cm Artist 2R
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-

BE 2024)
Medium : Chinese ink on Xuan paper
Size : 32 x 32 cm

TAY
POI SAN

Artist 2T
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Celebrating Heritage
and Creativity:

The Pyrography
= . | of Raymond Koh
RAYMOND

KOH Raymond Koh’s journey into the world of pyrography—a

traditional art form involving the burning of designs onto
surfaces—began in the late 1970s with a chance encounter that
would define his artistic path. As a self-taught artist, Koh has
devoted over 30 years to mastering this craft, transforming his
fascination into a medium of profound cultural expression.

Artist 2rh 3
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An interior designer by profession, Koh embraced art fully in 2017, driven by a desire to preserve and
convey the essence of Chinese heritage through his work. His signature series, inspired by Chinese
opera, celebrates the richness of history, culture, and moral values while bridging past and future
generations. Koh’s belief that art is a responsibility to uphold and share tradition imbues his work

with depth and purpose.

Through intricate and detailed designs, Koh invites viewers to explore the emotions, thoughts, and
stories contained within his creations. His innovative approach combines traditional pyrography
with modern techniques, incorporating diverse materials to enhance the visual and emotional
impact of his pieces.

This exhibition presents Koh's unique artistry alongside other creative talents, celebrating the
intersection of tradition and innovation. It seeks to inspire audiences, spark curiosity, and elevate
pyrography as a recognized art form in its own right. By weaving cultural narratives into his work,
Koh hopes to bring joy, harmony, and a renewed appreciation for this timeless craft to art lovers and
collectors alike.
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Bee Eater (2024 RAYMOND
Medium : 100% Pyrography KOH —
Size : 45 x 60 cm Artist ZTREK
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Golden Arowana (2023 RAYMOND
Medium : 100% Pyrography KOH o
Size : 45 x 60 cm Artist T
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Captivating and _ RAYMOND
Mesmerising I\(OH -
Artist 2T

Chinese Opera 1 2019
Medium : Pyrography and Acrylic Colour
Size : 180 x 60 cm
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Mesmerising

Chinese Opera 2 (2019
Medium : Pyrography and Acrylic Colour
Size : 60 x 50 cm

Captivéting and o ‘

RAYMOND
KOH

Artist 2ThZ

WANAWANI ART CENTER
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Opera in Motion 1 2020 RAYMOND
Medium : 100% Pyrography KQH_.
Size : 45 x 60 cm Artist ZIRE
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Opera in Motion 2 (2020 RAYMOND
Medium : 100% Pyrography KOH as
Size : 45 x 60 cm Artist 2T
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Opera in Motion 3 (2020 RAYMOND
Medium : 100% Pyrography KQI_L i
Size : 60 x 45 cm Artist SR
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Opera in Motion 4 (2020 RAYMOND
Medium : 100% Pyrography I\E?%_I .
Artist ZTh %

Size: 60 x 45 cm
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Opera in Motion 5 (2020 RAYMOND
Medium : 100% Pyrography I\OH' i
Size : 45 x 60 cm Artist 2K
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Opera in Motion 6 (2020 RAYMOND
Medium : 100% Pyrography I\\QH
Size : 60 x 45 cm =

ist Z>HheR
LISL AT
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Opera in Motion 7 (2020 RAYMOND
Medium : 100% Pyrography KOH_ .
Size : 60 x 45 cm Artist ZTH



A Celebration Of Creativity & Abundance E4EHE, % Pil¥ WANAWANI ART CENTER

Captivating and RAYMOND
Mesmerising KOH
Chinese Opera 3 2019 Artist 2T

Medium : 100% Pyrography
Size : 80 x 60 cm
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|
Captivating an RAYMOND
Mesmerising KOH
Chinese Opera 4 (2019 Artist SR

Medium : 100% Pyrography
Size : 80 x 60 cm
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Opera in Motion 8 (2019 RAYMOND
Medium : 100% Pyrography ISCI)I{_I .
arbst Zrm=K

Size: 60 x 45 cm
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Floral 1 2024 RAYMOND
Medium : Pyrography with Acrylic Colour KOH_ .
Size : 90 x 60 cm Artist 2T R
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Floral 2 2024 RAYMOND
Medium : Pyrography with Acrylic Colour IEOH .
Artist 2=

Size : 60 x45 cm
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Leaping 1 0z24) RAYMOND
Medium : Pyrography with Acrylic Colour ISOH o
Artist Z Mz

Size : 60 x45 cm
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Leaping 2 (2024 RAYMOND
Medium : Pyrography with Acrylic Colour KOH” -
Artist ZFAR

Size : 60 x 45 cm
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RAYMOND

KOH
Artist

Medium : Pyrography with Acrylic Colour

Ranchu o024
Size : 45 x 60 cm
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Abundance Goldfish (2024 RAYMOND
Medium : Pyrography with Arcylic on paper KQ]—L_ -
Size : 41 x 58 cm Artist ZFAR
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Golden Arowana 2024 RAYMOND

Medium : Pyrograwith Acrylic Colour KOH s
Size: 60 x45 cm Artist 2T



A Celebration Of Creativity & Abundance fE4EHE, % Pil¥ WANAWANI ART CENTER

Double Prosperity (2024) RAYMOND
Medium : Pyrography with Acrylic Colour KQH._. —
Size : 60 x 45 cm Artist ZTh
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Abundance Koi (2024 RAYMOND
Medium : Pyrography with Acrylic Colour KOH

Size : 94 x 64 cm Artist 2T
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KOI (2024 RAYMOND
Medium : 100% Pyrography I\OH .

Size: 70 x50 cm
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A

Cat Series 1 (2024) RAYMOND
Medium : 100% Pyrography KOH
Size : 60 x40 cm Artist ZFh %K
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Lockdown (2024 RAYMOND
Medium : 100% Pyrography KOH I
Size : 60 x 45 cm Artist 2T
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Cat Series 2 (2024 RAYMOND
Medium : Pyrography with Acrylic Colour KOH -
Size : 60 x 45 cm Artist 2R
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Romance in the Jungle 024 RAYMOND
Medium : Pyrography with Acrylic Colour KOH

Size : 60 x 45 cm Artist 2R
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Bringing Art to Life:
The Journey

T of Yap Bu Kiyan

Y P yang

Born in 1967 in the fishing village of Tanjung Sepat, Selangor, BK
B U KI Y AN G Yap displayed extraordinary artistic talent from a young age. His
Artist 2rh & passion for painting led him to the Nanyang Academy of Fine
Arts in Singapore, where he majored in commercial advertising

and mastered airbrush techniques, graduating with distinction
in 1990.
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BK Yap began his career in Kuala Lumpur as an airbrush artist and lecturer. His professional skills
quickly gained recognition, earning him significant achievements in the advertising industry. From
2004 to 2014, BK created numerous iconic works in the automotive and heavy motorcycle
airbrushing fields, making him a leading figure in the industry. Beyond Malaysia, he contributed
masterpieces to international markets in China, Japan, and Singapore.

For BK Yap, however, art was not just a career but a calling. Inspired by childhood dreams, he chose
to leave the corporate world and pursue his creative aspirations. In 2014, he began focusing on the
arowana fish as his subject matter. Known as the “modern living fossil,” the arowana symbolizes
prosperity and harmony in Asian culture. By combining meticulous and vivid artistry with
innovative airbrush techniques, BK infused his works with life and depth, successfully bridging
traditional and modern art forms.

BK Yap’s creations have since been exhibited in numerous venues, including the Malaysian Art
Expo, and gained widespread recognition across Asia, including in China, Taiwan, and Indonesia.
Deeply passionate about nature and freedom, his art reflects his personal journey and values,
bringing audiences a sense of peace and inspiration.

Today, BK Yap continues to refine his artistry, dedicated to sharing his unique artistic expression
with the world. His story is a testament to the transformative power of art—its ability to inspire, heal,
and connect people across cultures.

This exhibition celebrates BK Yap’s extraordinary journey from a small fishing village to the
international art stage, showcasing his passion and dedication in breathing life into his works.
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ABE S (2022) VAP
Medium : Mixed media and airbrush on canvas BU KIYANG

Size: 76 x 140 cm Artist ZFh R
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TEREARIA (2022) YAP
Medium : Mixed media and airbrush on canvas BU. I\IYANG
Size: 76 x 140 cm Artist 2=
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Je Rttt 2019 YAP
Medium : Mixed media and airbrush on canvas BU KI{YANG
SizeIE s Ta0 em Artist 2z
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WEL fe 022 YAP
Medium : Mixed media and airbrush on canvas BU_ KIYANG
Size : 76 x 140 cm Artist ZIHZ
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XX 2022) YAP
Medium : Mixed media and airbrush on canvas BU_ KIYANG
Size: 76 x 140 cm Artist ZFh &
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HIKENE 2022 YAP
Medium : Mixed media and airbrush on canvas BU KIYANG

Size: 76 x 101 cm Artist ZFHR
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EIIBIA 2022 YAP
Medium : Mixed media and airbrush on canvas BU KIYANG

Size : 148 x92 cm Artist ZFA R
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W22 2022 YAP
Medium : Mixed media and airbrush on canvas BU KIYANG

Size : 24 x 36 inches Artist ZTh &
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BN 2022) YAP
Medium : Mixed media and airbrush on canvas BU KIYANG
Size: 117 x90 cm Artist 2R
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PNZRL 022 YAP |
Medium : Mixed media and airbrush on canvas BU ISIY:AN(‘
Size : 24 x 48 inches Artist 2=
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BRI 2018) YAP
Medium : Mixed media and airbrush on canvas BU KIYANG
Size : 76 x 122 cm Artist 2R
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RPN 2022 YAP
Medium : Mixed media and airbrush on canvas BU KIYANG

Size : 76 x 140 cm Artist 2TH &
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ale
XXEBIDE 2024) YAP
Medium : Mixed media and airbrush on canvas BU I\IYANG

Size : 28 x 28 inches



A Celebration Of Creativity & Abundance FEHEZ, ¥ PiHE WANAWANI ART CENTER

BEXE 2024 YAP
Medium : Mixed media and airbrush on canvas BU KIYANG

Size : 36 x 36 inches Artist ZFh
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NEERW 2022 YAP
Medium : Mixed media and airbrush on canvas BU KIYANG
Size : 120 x 104 cm Artist ZTHR
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NBBYETF BRG] @oz21) YAP
Medium : Mixed media and airbrush on canvas BU I\IYANG
Size : 30 x 40 inches Artist M
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BRI 2024 YAP
Medium : Mixed Media and Airbrush on canvas BU KIYANG
Size: 102 x 76 cm Artist ZTh R
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RIIEI 2024 YAP
Medium : Mixed Media and Airbrush on canvas BU KIYANG
Size:102x 75 cm Artist ZHh=K
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HETE 2029 YAP
Medium : Mixed Media and Airbrush on canvas B_U KIY{\NG
Size : 120 x 60 cm Artist Zh A
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ShISRFIR (2024 YAP
Medium : Mixed Media and Airbrush on canvas BU KIYANG
Size:122x 61 cm Artist ZTh
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XIHEABLX 2024) YAP
Medium : Mixed Media and Airbrush on canvas BU KIYANG
Size : 74 x 102 cm Artist ZTHEK
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B IEEBRY (2024) YAP

Medium : Mixed Media and Airbrush on canvas BU ]SIYéNG
Size : 64 Diameter Artist 2T
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K 2024 YAP
Medium : Mixed media and Airbrush on canvas BU KIYANG

Size : 24 x 36 inches Artist ZFh
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S 2R (2024 YAP

Medium : Mixed media and Airbrush on canvas BU _ KIYANG
Size : 30 x 40 inches
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Calligraphy Beyond
Boundaries:

The Artistic
Journey of
Theng Sea Way

Theng Sea Way, also known by his styled name Qianzi and
SE AW AY studio name Jingmiao Studio, invites you to embark on a
mesmerizing journey through the art of Chinese calligraphy.
Born in 1976 in Johor Bahru, Malaysia, with ancestral roots in
Wenchang, Hainan, Theng seamlessly blends tradition with
modernity. Deeply immersed in Chinese culture, his profound
knowledge of classical texts, Go, traditional Chinese medicine,
and history allows his calligraphy to transcend the mere
arrangement of Chinese characters, transforming into an
abstract visual and emotional experience.

Artist 2rh 3
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Theng’s works have been featured in prestigious exhibitions worldwide, including the Belt and Road
Calligraphy Exhibition in Beijing, the Xuanyuan Cup Global Calligraphy Exhibition, and the Virtue
Culture Calligraphy Exhibition in Shandong, where his art is permanently engraved on
aluminum-titanium panels. His unique style harmonizes the refined beauty of traditional model
scripts with the rugged, natural essence of stele studies, resulting in works that are both
sophisticated and powerful, filled with artistic depth and resonance.

As an educator and innovator, Theng has nurtured countless students through the Langmo Studio
Calligraphy Education Center, which he founded. He continues to play a pivotal role in advancing
the development of calligraphy in Malaysia. Currently, he serves as the Deputy Director of National
Calligraphy Research and Education and as Network Information Director for the Malaysian
Contemporary Chinese Painting & Calligraphy Association, where he leads the promotion and
dissemination of calligraphy. Additionally, he has contributed as editor and designer for numerous
calligraphy collections, furthering the legacy and innovation of the art.

Notably, Theng Sea Way has been appointed as a Director of the 30th Board of Directors (2025-2027)
of Foon Yew High School, highlighting his leadership and influence in education. By integrating
education and art, he seeks to broaden the appreciation of calligraphy and culture, fostering a
deeper connection between artistic expression and academic growth.

This exhibition showcases Theng’s profound philosophy of calligraphy, where technical mastery,
artistic insight, and emotional expression converge. Each of his works tells a story, conveying
profound meaning and resonating deeply with viewers. Through his art, Theng invites us to explore
the timeless beauty of Chinese calligraphy and experience its power as a universal language of the
soul.
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(T BIREK-B BN 2024 THENG
Medium : Chinese ink on Xuan paper SEA\VAY

Size : 69 x 138cm



A Celebration Of Creativity & Abundance sEEHZ, ¥ PiH¥

R

e

(el =t VS| AW AL THENG
CfeBBE SR ) 2o024) SEA\VAY

Medium : Chinese ink on Xuan paper
Size : 69 x 138cm

WANAWANI ART CENTER
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S2PXRB - CLWES - B) 9 coze
Medium : Chinese ink on Xuan paper
Size : 34 x 138cm

THENG
SEAWAY

WANAWANI ART CENTER
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FRRIRNIB- TS 2029 ‘ THENG

Medium : Chinese ink on Xuan paper SEA\VAY
Size : 34 x 138cm i e o

WANAWANI ART CENTER
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{72 =B HBT 2029 THENG
Medium : Chinese ink on Xuan paper SEA\VAY

Size : 69 x 69cm Artist 2
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e
RPRIB-BBE 20249 THENG
Medium : Chinese ink on Xuan paper SEAWAY

Artist =R
Size : 34 x 138cm artist 3
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RBRMB-IXSHEXIB CAXR) BR) 2024 THENG
Medium : Chinese ink on Xuan paper SEAWAY
Size : 34 x 138cm el e
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Medium : Chinese ink on Xuan paper
Size : 69 x 138cm

IEBPE-BHRRB CFF15) o2z ‘

THENG
SEAWAY

WANAWANI ART CENTER
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SPRI-IF MK 2022 THENG
Medium : Chinese ink on Xuan paper S’EA\VAY

Size : 69 x 138cm
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BPp - R LM THENG
IR ) 9 2o24) SEAVVAY

Medium : Chinese ink on Xuan paper
Size : 69 x 138cm
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GOH
HAW YUAN

Artist Zrh R

ff ' ‘

The Life Narratives
in Watercolors:

Fish Shadows
and Ripples

Goh Haw Yuan, born in 1998 in Muar, Johor, graduated from the
Fine Arts Department of National Changhua University of
Education in Taiwan. His artistic journey centers on exploring
the transparency and expressiveness of watercolor.
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Growing up in a family involved in ornamental fish farming, he developed a deep interest and
emotional connection to observing fish from a young age. This childhood experience became the
foundation of his artistic creations, allowing him to reinterpret his observations and emotions
toward fish through painting.

Goh graduated in 2021 from the Fine Arts Department of National Changhua University of
Education and in 2016 from the Art and Design Department of Pei Hwa Independent High School in
Tangkak, Malaysia. He has participated in numerous exhibitions, including both solo and group
showcases.

His solo exhibitions include “Have Fish” at KOOMATEA in Seremban, Malaysia, in 2022, “Goldfish”
at Songfeng Gallery in Taichung, Taiwan, in 2021, “Those Moments” at Springtime Teahouse in
Seremban, Malaysia, in 2019, and “Colors Rise” at PAT ART & CRAFT in Johor Bahru, Malaysia, in
2017.

Additionally, he has taken part in several group exhibitions, such as “Seeing Fish” at Dongka Café in
Johor Bahru, Malaysia, in 2022, “Poetic Reflections in Water: Watercolor in Nature” in Taiwan in
2020, and “Flowing Memories” at the Art Center of National Taiwan University of Arts in New Taipei
City, Taiwan, in 2017.

Through his works, Goh strives to highlight the subtle interactions between watercolor and aquatic
life, inviting viewers to immerse themselves in the beauty and emotions embedded in his creations.
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Ranchu 1 2024 GOH
Medium : Watercolor on paper HAW YUAN

Size : 34 x 138cm Artist 2R
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Ranchu 2 024 GOH

Medium : Watercolor on paper HAWYUAN
Size : 34 x 138cm Artist 2K
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