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WANAWANI Art Center: Bridging Art, Culture, and Community

By Siow Nee Liu Pei Yun, Founder of WANAWANI Gallery Sdn. Bhd.

Located in the heart of Johor Bahru, WANAWANI Art Center is more than just a gallery—it is a
vibrant hub where creativity flourishes, cultural innovation thrives, and communities connect through
the transformative power of art. At WANAWANI, the boundaries between art and everyday life blur.
The center curates immersive exhibitions, hosts hands-on workshops, and facilitates
interdisciplinary collaborations that inspire both artists and audiences. With a commitment to
diversity and inclusivity, WANAWANI fosters dialogue between traditional and contemporary art
forms, providing a platform that elevates Johor’s artistic talents to a global stage. By weaving
together local heritage and international perspectives, the center cultivates meaningful connections
that fuel creativity and broaden artistic horizons.

Accessibility is at the core of WANAWANI’'s mission. The center is dedicated to ensuring that people
from all backgrounds can experience the transformative nature of art. Through interactive
workshops, live demonstrations, and wellness-focused programs, WANAWANI creates an engaging
and welcoming space where art remains relevant in today’s fast-changing world. By integrating
technology and contemporary artistic expressions, the center bridges tradition with modernity,
inviting participants to explore art in deeply personal and thought-provoking ways.

WANAWANI Art Center serves as a bridge between heritage and innovation, celebrating Johor
Bahru’s rich cultural roots while embracing the boundless possibilities of contemporary art. It
provides a platform for artistic experimentation, encouraging creators to push boundaries and
explore new forms of expression. By fostering collaboration between local and international artists,
WANAWANI enriches the cultural landscape and positions itself as a vital contributor to the global
art dialogue.

More than just an exhibition venue, WANAWANI is a space where creativity, collaboration, and
community come together. It welcomes artists, enthusiasts, and the public into an environment
where art becomes an integral part of everyday life. Here, every moment is an invitation to create,
engage, and discover the limitless potential of artistic expression.

WANAWANI Art Center: Where creativity thrives, and art becomes a way of life.
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Art from the Heart: A Master and Apprentices Art Exhibition
By Melvin Pong, Art Director of WANAWANI ART CENTER

Art is more than a visual experience—it is an emotional journey and a bridge between
tradition and innovation. "Art from the Heart," an exhibition at WANAWANI| ART CENTER,
embodies these ideals through the works of Master Tay Poi San and his four apprentices: Lily
Foo, Fion Yeo, Lim Sok Wee, and Tan Woon Sik. This exhibition highlights the deep
relationship between master and student, showcasing skill, artistic philosophy, and passion
across generations.

A renowned artist, Tay Poi San has spent decades honing his craft. His works reflect cultural
narratives, balancing past and present. His meticulous approach to art ensures each stroke
and form carry deep meaning. His guidance has helped his students find their artistic voices.

Each apprentice brings a unique perspective, shaped by Tay’s teachings. Lily Foo’s paintings
capture fleeting, powerful emotions through expressive brushwork. Fion Yeo’s artistic journey
is driven by a deep love for painting and a quest for inner peace and spiritual awakening.
Using the brush as a medium, she layers rich colors to express self-exploration and spiritual
elevation. Lim Sok Wee delves into solitude and self-discovery, using space and form to
create tranquil, thought-provoking pieces. Tan Woon Sik experiments with structure and
abstraction, his bold strokes challenging artistic norms while maintaining discipline under
Tay’s mentorship.

"Art from the Heart" is more than an exhibition—it is a tribute to artistic legacy and personal
growth. The bond between a master and his apprentices is built on trust, respect, and a
shared vision. Tay’s teachings extend beyond technique to the philosophy of art—the
importance of patience, observation, and authenticity.

Visitors will witness the evolution of each artist and the harmony of tradition and innovation.
Wanawani Art Center is proud to host "Art from the Heart," a space where stories, emotions,
and creativity flourish. This exhibition reminds us that true art is not just seen but deeply felt,
created from the heart.
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Master of Chinese Ink and Contemporary Expression

Tay Poi San (¥BP1LL) is a distinguished Malaysian artist known for his
expertise in Chinese ink painting and his ability to merge traditional
techniques with contemporary artistic expression. His works capture
the beauty of nature, local culture, and heritage, earning him
recognition both in Malaysia and internationally. Since 1983, his
exhibitions have left a lasting impact on the art scene.

Deeply rooted in traditional Chinese ink painting, Tay integrates
modern influences while preserving classical techniques. His
bold brushstrokes and intricate details depict landscapes, flora,
and fauna with spontaneity and emotion. While embracing the
freedom of traditional Chinese art, he incorporates
contemporary elements such as unconventional compositions
and daring perspectives.

Tay’s artistic journey began in the 1980s
when he mastered Chinese ink techniques
while experimenting with modern styles.
His first solo exhibition at Newhill Art
Gallery, Malaysia (1995) was a milestone in
his career. His reputation grew
internationally, leading to recognition as
one of the top 500 artists at the Hong Kong
Ink Global Art Festival (2021). His work
was featured in the International Chinese
Ink Painting Art Exhibition in Shenzhen
(2022), and he exhibited at the London Art
Biennale (2023).
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i[> Tay’s excellence has earned him awards such as 1st Prize at the National Chinese Brush Painting
AT Competition (1987, Kuala Lumpur), the Maple Leaf Award (1996, Canada), and the Johor Art Exhibition
Z Award (1998, Malaysia). These accolades highlight his innovative contributions to ink painting.
As a mentor and educator, Tay nurtures young artists and has works housed in collections at Johor Art
Gallery, Pan Pacific Hotel, and international institutions in Canada, Taiwan, Korea, and Europe. He
continues to expand the boundaries of ink painting, ensuring its relevance in contemporary art.

Tay Poi San’s legacy bridges tradition and modernity, celebrating the timeless beauty of ink painting.
His dedication to artistic exploration and cultural preservation continues to inspire future generations.
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Tay Poi San

Five Blessings Style| Zf&X\{& | Chinese Ink on Paper | 137cm x 69cm | 2019
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Tay Poi San
Five Blessings Aesthetic | L@ & Z& | Chinese Ink on Paper | 137cm x 69cm | 2019
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Tay Poi San

Recognize, Cherish, Receive, and Sow Blessings | %148, 1&42,3%4&, #0148 | Chinese Ink on Paper
137cm x 69cm | 2019

WANAWANI ART CENTER
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Tay Poi San
A Retrospective on the Five Blessings | [EIE#F & | Chinese Ink on Paper | 137cm x 69cm | 2019
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Tay Poi San

Reviving Blessings | El#7f&< | Chinese Ink on Paper | 137cm x 69cm | 2019



Art from the Heart WANAWANI ART CENTER
b

’_':}% Blending Tradition and Abstraction in Chinese Ink Painting
F
=  Lily Foo Sau Kwan, born in 1971 in

pad
Perak, Malaysia, is an artist who has

made remarkable strides in Chinese ink
painting, seamlessly blending tradition
with abstraction. Though she began her
artistic journey later in life, her passion
and dedication have propelled her to
notable achievements in a short span of
time.

Foo's exploration of Chinese ink painting
began in 2018, when she immersed
herself in the techniques of traditional ink
art. This foundation enabled her to
develop a deep understanding of
brushwork, ink flow, and
composition—essential elements that
define this ancient art form. As her skills
grew, so did her curiosity and desire to
innovate. In 2022, she took a bold step
into abstract Chinese ink painting under
the mentorship of Tay Poi San,
embracing a more expressive and
modern approach to the medium.

Her artistic evolution has not gone
unnoticed. In 2018, she participated in
the Culture Arts Competition organized
by the Teochew Eight District
Association and was honored with t
Award of Excellence in the Youth
Section.
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In 2023, she further cemented her reputation by securing Second Prize at the Malaysia Ink Painting
Contest, a recognition of her technical prowess and artistic vision. Most recently, in 2024, she won the
Silver Award at the Superior Culture International Competition, a prestigious black-and-white painting
competition hosted in Hong Kong. These accolades reflect her rapid rise and growing influence in the
art world.

Lily Foo’s work is a testament to the harmony between tradition and innovation. Her paintings convey
a sense of fluidity, movement, and emotion, often inspired by nature and personal introspection. The
fusion of structured brushstrokes with abstract elements allows her to express both the discipline of
classical techniques and the spontaneity of modern artistic expression.

Her journey is an inspiring reminder that artistic passion knows no age limits. From mastering
traditional Chinese ink techniques to pushing creative boundaries with abstraction, Lily Foo Sau Kwan
continues to make an impact in the art world. With her unique style and relentless pursuit of artistic
excellence, she is undoubtedly a name to watch in the realm of contemporary Chinese ink painting.
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Yellow of the King | ™ E | Chinese Ink on Paper | 138cm x 69cm | 2024
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purple -l care about you | &£ EFR | Chinese Ink on Paper | 139cm x 69cm | 2025
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Lily Foo

Sunflower in the garden | El#2& | Chinese Ink on Paper | 139cm x 69cm | 2025
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Lily Foo
Unrivalled Brilliance | 544 | Chinese Ink on Paper | 139cm x 69cm | 2025
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Flowers Blooming | Z7EJF | Chinese Ink on Paper | 138cm x 69cm | 2024
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Lily Foo
Heartfelt Devotion | 1L>& Ff& | Chinese Ink on Paper | 139cm x 69¢cm | 2025
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Endless Renewal | 4 A & | Chinese Ink on Paper | 139cm x 69cm | 2025
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Lost in emotions | E&EL1E# | Chinese Ink on Paper | 138cm x 69cm | 2025
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Lily Foo
Glittering Starlight | 2 J¢1&1& | Chinese Ink on Paper | 139cm x 69cm | 2025
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Fzﬁ“ Fion Yeo (¥&13), born in 1975 in Muar, Malaysia, has
nurtured a deep passion for art since childhood.
Despite her professional commitments, her love for
artistic expression has remained unwavering. In 2018,
she discovered color ink painting and began studying
under the guidance of renowned artist Ching Kek How,
marking the beginning of a transformative journey.

Her works reflect a deep connection between emotions,
spirituality, and artistic technique, with each brushstroke
serving as an extension of her inner world. Over the
years, she has actively participated in exhibitions,
showcasing her evolving style.

In 2019, she took part in the Color Ink Promotion
Exhibition organized by Xiyao Cultural Association,
followed by the Xin Chou Year — Niu Zhuan Qian Kun
Spring Festival Special Exhibition at Southern
University College in 2021, which was held during the
pandemic and reflected themes of renewal and
resilience.

WANAWANI ART CENTER
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In 2022, her works were displayed at the Hua Yuan (Painting Affinity) Exhibition at Sutera Mall,
featuring Ching Kek How and his students. That same year, she further refined her craft by studying
under artist Tay Poi San, broadening her creative approach.

For Fion Yeo, art is not just a medium of expression but also a journey toward inner peace and
spiritual awakening. She believes that her brush is a conduit for the soul, allowing colors to flow and
convey deep reflections on self-discovery and spiritual elevation. She hopes her work can evoke
tranquility and inspire viewers to contemplate life’s meaning and the pursuit of inner harmony.

As she continues her artistic journey, she remains committed to refining her technique, exploring new
themes, and sharing her vision of serenity and self-discovery with a wider audience. Through her
paintings, she offers a window into human emotions and the boundless possibilities of artistic
expression.
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Fion Yeo

Serene Amidst the Thorns | &2 % %X | Chinese Ink on Paper | 68cm x 68cm | 2023
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Fion Yeo

The Magnolia in Nanyang | F8i¥., E= | Chinese Ink on Paper | 68cm x 68cm | 2023
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Fion Yeo

Strong yet gentle | 4+KIJAZE | Chinese Ink on Paper | 68cm x 68cm | 2022
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Fion Yeo

Self-awareness is wisdom | B%1#&EA | Chinese Ink on Paper | 68cm x 68cm | 2023
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Summer shade | £BA | Chinese Ink on Paper | 68cm x 68cm | 2022
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No self-pity | ALLE2 3k | Chinese Ink on Paper | 68cm x 68cm | 2023
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Fion Yeo

Seeing | & | Chinese Ink on Paper | 68cm x 68cm | 2024
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Fion Yeo

Still mind, wise thoughts | iM% E 4 | Chinese Ink on Paper | 68cm x 68cm | 2022
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Fion Yeo

The Secret Garden | ##Z £k | Chinese Ink on Paper | 68cm x 68cm | 2024
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Fion Yeo

Magnolia's beauty | £= 2 3£ | Chinese Ink on Paper | 68cm x 68cm | 2023
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Fion Yeo

Connecting | ¥31#8$0 | Chinese Ink on Paper | 68cm x 68cm | 2024
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Fion Yeo

Bright future | 324/ #i | Chinese Ink on Paper | 68cm x 68cm | 2023
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Fion Yeo

Awakening of life | Al8];&EE | Chinese Ink on Paper | 68cm x 68cm | 2024
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Harmonious joy | ERFtFEL | Chinese Ink on Paper | 68cm x 68cm | 2022
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Fion Yeo

Unmoved by wealth | LU= | Chinese Ink on Paper | 68cm x 68cm | 2023
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Fio‘n Yeo

Blooming in splendor | #1458 | Chinese Ink on Paper | 68cm x 68cm | 2022
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Lim Sok Wee, born in 1971 in Johor
Bahru, Malaysia, is a dedicated artist
specializing in traditional Chinese ink
painting. Her passion for art led her to train
at the Malaysia Institute of Art in 1994
under Master Tay Poi San. Over the years,
she has developed a distinctive style,
blending classical techniques with her own
artistic vision. Her delicate brushwork and
evocative compositions have made her an
influential figure in the Malaysian art
scene.

A lifetime member of the Malaysia Ink
Painting Association and a member of the
Caotangmen Calligraphy and Painting
Society, Lim has participated in numerous
exhibitions, both locally and internationally.
Her career began in 1994 with her
mentor’s student exhibition, followed by
major showcases such as the 98 Ink
Painting Grand Exhibition (1998) and
Millennium Festival Malaysian Calligraphy
& Painting Exhibition (1999), solidifying
her reputation in the art world.
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Lim has contributed to cultural exchange through exhibitions like the Floral Elegance:
Malaysia-Singapore Renowned Female Artists Exhibition (2005) and the Cultural Exchange
Exhibition of Renowned Artists & Calligraphers from China and Overseas (2007). She has also
used her art for social causes, notably in the Art for Disaster Relief (Sichuan) Exhibition (2008).

In recent years, she has continued showcasing her work, including at The Three Ink Affinities —
Artistic Realms (2014) and Angels’ Hand Art Exhibition (2019). Embracing the digital era, she
participated in the 2nd National Online Ink Painting Open Exhibition (2021). Her latest exhibition,
Spring Breeze and Sturdy Grass: Nanyang New Year Painting Exhibition (2023), highlights her
commitment to preserving and evolving ink painting traditions.

Through her extensive body of work, Lim Sok Wee remains a bridge between tradition and
modernity, ensuring the continued relevance of Chinese ink painting for future generations.

HKBERPERSBIH
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Lim Sok Wee

Enchanting Blossoms | B#EF 4L | Chinese Ink on Paper | 69cm x 136¢cm | 2025
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Lim Sok Wee

Bathing in Sunlight | A&FBE | 68cm x 68cm | 2018
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Lim Sok Wee
Rhythm of the tree | #i895E%E | Chinese Ink on Paper | 136cm x 69cm | 2025
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Lim Sok Wee

Autumn’s Grace | # 3% | Chinese Ink on Paper | 68cm x 68cm | 2017
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Lim Sok Wee

Deep Reflections, Endless Life | i#E - #%#&FA & | Chinese Ink on Paper | 130cm x 69cm | 2022
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Lim Sok Wee

Phoenix Tree Welcomes Spring | #8#i5%%& X, | Chinese Ink on Paper | 68cm x 68cm | 2015
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In Bliss | f@&% | Chinese Ink on Paper | 130cm x 69cm | 2025
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Lim Sok Wee

Behold My Might | &3 EiX. | Chinese Ink on Paper | 110cm x110cm | 2023
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Lim Sok Wee

Essence Within | it FEE | Chinese Ink on Paper | 136cm x 69cm | 2024
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Lim Sok Wee

The Charm of an Aged Tree | Z#&X& | Chinese Ink on Paper | 136cm x 69cm | 2017
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Lim Sok Wee
A Cool and Serene Autumn | XR#F~Fk | Chinese Ink on Paper | 136cm x 69cm | 2025
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Lim Sok Wee

Deeply Rooted | #Ri%#% & | Chinese Ink on Paper | 136cm x 69cm | 2016
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Lim Sok Wee

A Moment of Awakening | 1&A&1& | Chinese Ink on Paper | 136cm x 69cm | 2024
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Lim Sok Wee

Century Tree | B4 #¢ | Chinese Ink on Paper | 136cm x 69cm | 2020
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Lim Sok Wee

Perilous Pursuit | tf& 3K | Chinese Ink on Paper | 136cm x 69cm | 2024
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Lim Sok Wee

Majestic Ancient Tree | X Z#} | Chinese Ink on Paper | 136cm x 69cm | 2017
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Peace at every step, blessings for a long life | &% F& #ifE&E | Chinese Ink on Paper
32cm x 32cm | 2023
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Lim Sok Wee

Autumn Breeze, Nature’s Embrace | #E7;§X & && | Chinese Ink on Paper | 68cm x 68cm | 2017
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Lim Sok Wee

Golden Fins Dancing in the Stream | /K% € &% | Chinese Ink on Paper | 68cm x 68cm | 2015
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Lim Sok Wee

All the best | F*#*80E | Chinese Ink on Paper | 32cm x 32cm | 2023
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a Tan Woon Sik (FAB/B) is a Malaysian artist

born in 1986 in Johor Bahru, with a deep
passion for ink painting. His artistic journey
began in 2016 when he started studying
fundamental ink painting under the guidance
of renowned artist Tay Poi San (*f011L). Over
the years, his dedication to the craft grew,
leading him to join Tay Poi San’s Ink Painting
Creative Class in 2021, where he focused on
personal artistic exploration and
development.

Tan has actively participated in significant art
events, showcasing his talent and
contribution to the field. In August 2023, he
took part in the Foon Yew High School
Centennial Celebration event, where he
collaborated with a hundred artists and
calligraphers in a large-scale artistic
showcase. Following this, in January 2024,
he participated in the “Blessings of the
Dragon and Celestial Guardians” Zodiac Art
Exhibition at Fo Guang Shan
(Singapore-Malaysia), contributing to a
lantern painting project alongside over a
hundred calligraphers and artists.
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=z Through his work, Tan Woon Sik continues to honor and evolve the traditions of ink painting
while expressing his personal artistic vision. His dedication not only preserves the cultural
essence of this timeless art form but also bridges the past with contemporary artistic
expression.

RGKBRIK 2R

FARBUE (Woon Sik Tan) @ — I DRI ZAREK, 1986F HA FRERIL, MKEEITARE

HIFRIE . MR ZEARIRIZIS T 20165, IMMEBRIKZEIZRA NI (Tay Poi San), F 3K S8 HE
RIRE BEE, XIKEZRMAZS TR, FHF2021FMAFBICILEIKECIEYE, X

FrEAERESER.

RBUBRRS 52T EEZAER), BRI T MeIF 5038k, 2023588, ST EEHF
KABZEREEANEZZS), SELBERMZEAREARS SREZ AL, bE/E1HE202451
A, S5 T B (FTEF) EXFEEREZAE, SRR BERMEARAER CELTIEF

S,

B E S, BRBUES MR AL RKZEMHZAES, BRBMAT ANREFHZEANA. it
BRFERES T X—HZZARMERFE, hAEERSIUKZERET —EZRHE,
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Nature’s Rhythm | B #8#E%5f | Chinese Ink on Paper | 104cm x 69cm | 2025
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Tan Woon Sik

Wild Tropics | ## & JEEF | Chinese Ink on Paper | 104cm x 69cm | 2025
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Tan Woon Sik

Joy in Motion | BkEERIXZE | Chinese Ink on Paper | 138cm x 69cm | 2025
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Tan Woon Sik

Never tired of seeing each other | #8 LA X | Chinese Ink on Paper | 138cm x 69cm | 2022
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Tan Woon Sik

Interwoven Passion, Tropical Awakening | 3§85 it #4# B2 | Chinese Ink on Paper
104cm x 69cm | 2025
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Tan Woon Sik
Royal Flavor | £k | Chinese Ink on Paper | 138cm x 69cm | 2024
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